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neurysmal bone cyst of ramus mandible in a
oung patient

To the editor: a 3-year-old male presented with swelling on
is right facial region. On physical examination, a solid mass was
bserved at right angulus mandible. Computerized tomography
evealed a lytic, expansile mass at right angulus mandible (Fig. 1A
nd B). The cystic mass, which destructed the mandible and full
f blood was totally excised. All parts of the mandible except the
edial cortex were included in the specimen. The defect was recon-

tructed with iliac bone graft. Computerized tomography results at
ostoperative 6th month showed excellent contour (Fig. 1C and D).

he histopathological examination of the cyst revealed aneurysmal
one cyst (ABC).

Aneurysmal bone cyst is a benign pseudocystic osseous lesion
haracterized by replacement with fibro-osseous tissue and blood

ig. 1. A. 3-D computerized tomography (CT) showed the mass at right ramus mandible 

th  month 3-D CT scan revealed excellent contour. D. Axial CT scan at postoperative 6th m
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filled cavernous spaces with no endothelial lining [1]. The term ABC
was first used by Jaffe and Lichtenstein in 1942 [2]. It accounts
for 1–2% of all primary bone tumors [3]. The major localization
of ABC is long bones followed by spine. Only 2% of lesions occur
in the craniofacial skeleton. Mandible is the most common local-
ization in craniofacial complex [4]. ABC of the mandible may  be
asymptomatic at first but due to rapid growing in time, expansion
and destruction of surrounding tissues may  be observed. It gener-
ally presents with swelling and asymmetry in the involved facial
region [3]. The plain radiographic evaluations, CT or magnetic res-
onance imaging are not always specific for ABC [4]. Computerized
tomography can show soap bubble or moth-eaten radiolucency
(arrow: the mass). B. Axial CT image of the cyst (arrow: the mass). C. Postoperative
onth.

with irregular margins [3]. As the clinical features and radiologi-
cal appearances are very similar to other lesions such as central
giant cell granuloma, ameloblastoma, ossifying fibroma, the diag-
nosis of the disease depends on histopathological examination [1].
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he treatment options vary from observation or simple curettage
o complete resection and reconstruction [1]. Recurrence rates are
igher in patients treated with simple curettage [4]. Reconstruction
f the mandibular ramus to support the bone can be performed by
arious types of bone grafts or reconstruction plates. Costocondral
raft or fibula grafts were used for reconstruction in the literature.
n our case, iliac bone graft was used for reconstruction. ABC of
he jaws most commonly occurs in adolescents, especially in first
wo decades. As it generally occurs in adolescents, it must be kept
n mind that ABC of the mandible may  also be seen in younger
atients. In this report, we presented a 3-year-old patient with
BC of mandible, which is excised and reconstructed with iliac
one graft. To our knowledge, this is the youngest patient in the

iterature.
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